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McCormack, who started the half by 
giving Jayhawk fans back home some-
thing to cheer about with an electri-
fying, signature Jayhawk alley-oop. 
That play ignited a 20–6 run that 
brought the Jayhawks within 1 point. 
In true Kansas fashion, the Jayhawks 
ramped up their defense and began exe-
cuting the fundamentals of basketball 
Kansans learn in the front driveway 
and haymounds across the state. The 
game became a slugfest at that point 
with KU and North Carolina trading 
body blows back and forth until McCor-
mack sank one last shot to take the 
lead with just over a minute left. That 
shot ultimately sealed this KU team’s 
spot in the history books, brought KU 
its fourth NCAA national champion-
ship, and added to their lead as the 
winningest basketball program in 
NCAA history. 

For all of us who saw the game, it 
was clear that this championship lived 
up to the March Madness hype. Every 
Kansas basketball fan will remember 
this team for their ability to share the 
ball—or as Coach Self says, ‘‘to not let 
the ball stick.’’ Each game during this 
tournament seemed to have a different 
hero, but in this historic championship 
game, every player was a hero, and ev-
eryone’s contributions were necessary 
to win. This Jayhawk team made us all 
proud to be Kansans and delivered the 
greatest final game comeback ever. 

This group should relish in that fact, 
and I hope they also understand the 
enormity of the impact they have made 
with this title on so many fans, young 
and old alike. This team gave us hope 
and entertainment to distract us from 
a challenging past couple of years. 
They showed up every day and did 
their job. With this title, current KU 
students now have the experience of a 
lifetime, alumni and fans everywhere 
are connected forever through this one 
game, and every little girl and boy 
across Kansas has learned what hard 
work, teamwork, and a never-give-up 
attitude can accomplish. 

To the players graduating or heading 
to the draft,I wish you the best of suc-
cess and happiness in your future en-
deavors. To Coach Self and everyone 
else returning, I look forward to cur-
rent and future generations of Kansans 
cheering you on and celebrating the 
tradition of Kansas Basketball. ‘‘Rock 
Chalk!’’ 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING RALPH BENNIE 
‘‘BEN’’ GRAHAM 

∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
today I pay tribute to a distinguished 
lawyer, educator, and loving husband, 
father, and grandfather, Ralph Bennie 
‘‘Ben’’ Graham, Jr. Ben passed away on 
February 3, 2022. He leaves behind a 
powerful legacy of public service and 
dedication to Nevada’s criminal justice 
system and legal community. 

A Washington State native, Ben 
moved to Las Vegas in 1977 and worked 

as a prosecutor at the Clark County 
District Attorney’s Office. After 31 
years, Ben retired as chief deputy dis-
trict attorney. Throughout this time, 
Ben also represented the Nevada Dis-
trict Attorneys’ Association, the Ne-
vada Supreme Court, and the Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts in the Ne-
vada Legislature. In these roles, he lob-
bied to improve Nevada’s criminal laws 
and the State’s judicial system. Out-
side the courtroom, Ben taught courses 
on criminal justice at UNLV’s William 
S. Boyd School of Law and the Commu-
nity College of Southern Nevada, pro-
viding invaluable lessons for our Na-
tion’s next generation of lawyers. 

Throughout his career, Ben placed a 
great focus on the well-being of mem-
bers of Nevada’s legal community. In 
1986, he cofounded Lawyers Concerned 
for Lawyers, LCL, a confidential pro-
gram dedicated to helping members of 
the Nevada bar recover from substance 
abuse issues. In large part due to Ben’s 
mentorship, countless attorneys were 
able to obtain the assistance they 
needed to heal and move forward in 
their legal careers. Ben received nu-
merous awards in recognition of his 
service with the program. 

Nevada has benefited immensely 
from Ben’s commitment to the legal 
profession and community. Earlier this 
year, Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak 
recognized Ben’s contributions to the 
State by proclaiming February 17, 2022, 
as ‘‘a day in honor of Ben Graham.’’ 
Many in the Nevada Legislature re-
member Ben for his kindness and gen-
erosity, as exemplified through his fa-
mous chocolate chip cookies, which he 
annually gifted to colleagues and 
friends. Whether it was through his 
baking skills or charitable efforts, Ben 
improved the lives of those who knew 
him in the Silver State. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering Ben for his significant im-
pact in Nevada. I celebrate Ben’s leg-
acy, and I extend my deepest condo-
lences to his wife, Elana; his children; 
grandchildren; and his family and 
friends during this difficult time.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO IDAHO PARALYMPIC 
ATHLETES 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, along 
with my colleagues Senator Jim Risch 
and Representative MIKE SIMPSON, we 
congratulate Idaho-connected athletes 
Jake Adicoff, Dani Aravich, Jesse 
Keefe, and Josh Sweeney for their hard 
work and dedication in representing 
the United States at the 2022 Winter 
Paralympic Games. We also congratu-
late Sam Wood, Jake Adicoff’s friend 
and guide, on his important role in 
helping to earn three medals. 

Jake Adicoff, of Sun Valley, with 
Sam Wood, earned three medals in Nor-
dic skiing. They were instrumental in 
earning a gold medal in cross-country 
skiing for the U.S. 4x2.5-kilometer 
mixed relay team. They also earned 
two silver medals: one in long-distance 
cross-country skiing and one in sprint 

cross-country skiing. These were the 
third Paralympic games for Jake 
Adicoff, who also won a silver medal in 
the 2018 Winter Paralympic Games. 
Jake, now a four-time Paralympic 
medalist, graduated from Wood River 
High School before Bowdoin College 
and earned three medals in cross-coun-
try skiing in the 2021 World Champion-
ships: gold in middle-distance, silver in 
sprint, and bronze in long-distance. 

Boise native Dani Aravich competed 
in Nordic skiing in her second 
Paralympics. She finished eighth in the 
sprint cross-country, ninth in the mid-
dle-distance cross-country, 11th in the 
middle-distance biathlon, and 13th in 
the sprint biathlon. Dani graduated 
from Bishop Kelly High School in 
Boise, where she competed in cross- 
country running and track and field, 
and later she competed in these events 
at Butler University. 

In his Paralympics debut, Jesse 
Keefe, of Bellevue, competed in mul-
tiple Alpine skiing events. He placed 
ninth in the slalom, 15th in the super 
combined and giant slalom, and 22nd in 
downhill. Jesse, an avid outdoorsman 
who started skiing at age 2 and won his 
first race at age 3, placed first in the 
2021 U.S. National Championships in 
the giant slalom and slalom and placed 
third in the super-g. 

Retired U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Josh 
Sweeney, who received a Purple Heart 
for his service in Afghanistan, com-
peted in Nordic skiing in his second 
Paralympics. He earned 16th in the 
long-distance cross-country, 19th in the 
sprint cross-country, and 24th in the 
middle-distance cross-country. Josh 
Sweeney is originally from Arizona and 
currently a Boise resident. He also 
earned a gold medal in the Paralympic 
Winter Games Sochi 2014 on the U.S. 
sled hockey team. From 2010–2013, he 
played on the San Antonio Rampage, a 
club sled hockey team made up en-
tirely of injured military athletes, and 
he played on the Dallas Stars club 
team in 2012, helping the Stars earn the 
2012 USA Hockey Sled Classic title. 

These athletes have pushed them-
selves remarkably far to compete in 
their respective events. Their examples 
of strength and triumph serve to in-
spire fellow Americans and people 
around the world. As we share in con-
gratulating them on their achieve-
ments, we are reminded of the remark-
able work it has taken each of them to 
reach their goals.∑ 
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REMEMBERING BRETT THOMAS 
BOSS 

∑ Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 
today I rise to recognize Albert Lea 
Fire Lieutenant Brett Thomas Boss, 
who passed away on February 5, 2022, 
at the age of 38 after a decade-long bat-
tle with stage 4 Ewing’s Sarcoma. 

Brett was born to Karen Boss on No-
vember 30, 1983, in Fargo, ND, and was 
later adopted by Todd Boss in 1992. 
From a young age, he demonstrated a 
clear drive to help others. In high 
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